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DEP Recycling Program Sponsors 
White Office Paper Collection Pilot Projects 


The Recycling Program is sponsoring five pilot projects to improve the collection of high-grade, 
white office paper from small businesses. Although this material has been a mandatory recyclable 
since recycling went into effect on January 1, 1991, many small businesses have had difficulty 
finding collection services at a reasonable price for the small quantities of paper that they generate. 
The purpose of these projects are to demonstrate innovative weys that small businesses can work 
together to reduce costs and improve collection. 


The pilot projects will take place in Cheshire, New Britain, Southbury, Portland, and in the Northeast 
Region (Putnam, Sterling and Voluntown). Funding is being provided through the Recycling Trust 
Fund and an EPA grant. These grants will allow towns to produce educational materials to promote 
the program, to provide collection containers to local businesses, and cover other program expenses. 
Many of the towns have made cooperative arrangements that include participation in the project by 
the local chamber of commerce, the post office and various non-profit groups. The projects will start 
this fall and continue for one year. When all of the projects are completed, the coordinators in each 
town will speak at a DEP-sponsored workshop to discuss the results of the pilots. 


USPS Sponsors Forums on Paper Recycling 


The United States Postal Service (USPS) is sponsoring a series of three (3) market opportunity 
forums to provide information to businesses on available opportunities for the recycling of discarded 
mail and mixed paper. The target audiences are paper processors and brokers; paper mills; and direct 
mailers and manufacturers. The forums will be held at the following dates and locations: October 
17, 1996, in Boston, MA; October 29, 1996, in Syracuse, NY; and November 8, 1996, in 
Philadelphia, PA. 


USPS facilities in the Northeast generate well over 100,000 tons per year of recyclable paper, 
consisting of primarily of third class mail that cannot be forwarded or returned. The USPS is 
committed to recycling the vast majority of this paper. These forums will bring together the 
important players in expanding the recycling infrastructure for discarded mail. To register, or for 


more information, contact Susan Deyette at (508) 988-7000. sD 
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- Seattle spansorm “Waste-Free” Fridays | 





In a cooperative effort, local government and businesses in Seattle and its surrounding area ‘ave 
joined together to promote waste reduction with the “Waste-Free Fridays” campaign. The campaign 
features a variety of different incentives each quarter designed to reward consumers for their waste 
reduction efforts. .For example, a local copy center offered a double discount for two-sided copies 
every Friday. A local bagel shop offered free coffee to anyone bringing in their own mug. The Toro 
Corporation offered $60 discounts on its mulching mowers, and, in the final quarter, a local seam 
master outlet offered discounts on tickets to various cultural events to encourage people to give “an 
experience instead of a gift”. The campaign has been promoted through all media outlets including 
television, radio, newsletters, flyers and in-shop displays. 
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SWANA & NCTA Sponsor Christmas Tree Recycling Excellence Award , , 
The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) and the National Christmas Tree 
Association (NCTA) have established the Christmas Tree Recycling Excellence Awards Program. 
This program is designed to recognize extraordinary efforts in collecting, recycling and promoting 
the beneficial reuse of Christmas trees. Applications are due by November 1, 1996, and can be 
obtained from Nancy Copen, SWANA, at (301) 585-2898, ext. 235. 


REMEDY Receives Rolex Award for Innovative Reuse Program 


On the 20th anniversary of the Rolex Awards for Enterprise, William H. Rosenblatt, of Yale-New 
Haven Hospital, was named one of five 1996 Rolex Laureates for his work in conceiving of and 
building REMEDY. Dr. Rosenblatt accepted the award in Geneva, Switzerland, on May 15th. 
These awards were initiated to “foster values of quality, inventiveness, determination and 
commitment.” Dr. Rosenblatt and his fellow Rolex Laureates were selected from a field of 2300 
applicants. 


The REMEDY program collects unused surgical equipment from operating rooms, and then 
resterilizes and repackages this material. It is then shipped to needy hospitals in other parts of the 
world. Although started at Yale-New Haven, this program is now practiced at 60 hospitals 
throughout the United States. 


E2000 Conference Focuses on Pollution Prevention 


The Environment 2000 Conference will be held on Friday, October 18, 1996 at the Ramada Inn in 
Meriden. This year’s theme is Pollution Prevention. Conference participants will have an 
opportunity to hear presentations on consumer issues, business and industry, and the 
municipal/institutional sector. In addition, vendors and exhibitors will be on hand to discuss their 
products and services. 


A highlight of the conference will be the presentation of the annual Environment/2000 Recognition 
Awards. Governor John Rowland will be giving out the awards. An update on the revision of the 
Environment/2000 Plan will be on the agenda as well. 


The cost of the conference is $35, which includes lunch. For more information, please contact Leslie 
Lewis at the Department of Environmental Protection at (860) 424-3578. 


A Food Scrap Composting Workshop will be held on October 23-24, 1996, at the Syracuse 
University Inn Sheraton. The program is sponsored by the Cornell Waste Management Institute. 
To register for the conference contact Sharon Fisher at (518) 463-7964, 12:30 pm to 5 pm. If you 
have questions call Lauri Wellen, Cornell Waste Management Institute, at (607) 255-1187. 


The Department of Environmental Protection is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer, and its programs and 
services are offered without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, or disability. In conformance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, the DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with 
disabilities. Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aids or services for effective communication should call 424- 


3035 or TDD 424-3333. 
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